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SENIOR ADVISOR TO THE CHAIRMAN

Mr. James Clad is a former U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense, and in addition to his role at Arcanum, he 

currently also serves as Senior Advisor to Asia at the Center for Naval Analysis.

Mr. Clad comes to Arcanum with 25 years of senior defense and foreign policy formulation and implementation 

experience, as well as energy consulting, from broad policy to specific outcomes. He was previously with the National 

Defense University in Washington, DC, where he mentored defense and security officials from the Maghreb to the 

Near East, Turkey, the Gulf, and South Asia.

During the course of his career, Mr. Clad has held various advisory positions in the U.S. Intelligence Community. As 

U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Asian and Pacific Security Affairs from 2007 to 2009, Mr. Clad crafted 

defense and security policy in Asia and Australasia, coordinating combatant command relationships for over 25 Asian 

countries. He negotiated armed services support and logistic agreements with India, Indonesia, and Sri Lanka, and led 

Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) negotiations with several major countries.

From 2003 to 2004, Mr. Clad was a National Security Detailee in Iraq. Prior to that he served as Senior Counselor at 

the U.S. Agency for International Development, developing foreign assistance policy for a $15 billion annual aid budget 

and working to harmonize this with Australian, British, German and Japanese funding for Afghanistan, Indonesia, Iraq, 

Pakistan and Sudan. From 1997 to 2002, Mr. Clad was Director for Asia-Pacific Energy at Cambridge Research 

Associates, where he briefed clientele on Asia Pacific energy and risk issues including evolution, personnel and 

direction of national oil companies. This coincided with a Luce Foundation professorship of South and Southeast Asian 

Studies, at Georgetown University in Washington, DC.

Mr. Clad received his Bachelor of Law degree from the University of Auckland, and his undergraduate degree from 

Victoria University of Wellington. He was also the recipient of the Alistair Horne Visiting Fellowship at St. Antony's 
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College, Oxford from 1988 to 1989.
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